
 

 

 

  

Together 

 

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the 
land on which we stand.  We pay our respects to them for their 

care of the land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon 
this land   

Minister 
Rev. Greg McConnell 
0404 046 697 

 

Website 

www.stlukesbelmont.com.au 

Email 
belmontuca@gmail.com 

Administration Assistant 
Katy Burfield 

4945 4655 - office 

Tues 9am  - 5.30pm 

Fri 9am - 5.30pm 

Sunday 5 November 2023 

Worship services 

 

 Sunday 5 November  8.00am Rev Greg McConnell  HC
     9.45am Rev Greg McConnell  HC 

       5.30pm   Rev Greg McConnell  

 Sunday 12 November  8.00am Rev Greg McConnell    
     9.45am Rev Greg McConnell    

       5.30pm   Rev Greg McConnell  

 

Narla Hostel services are held each Friday at 3.45pm 

 

       

 

Dinner Church—every Sunday at 5.30pm 

Dinner Church  is a casual service for all ages with a message, a 
catered meal, prayer, discussion and friendship.  This week  Rev 
Greg will bring us the message with Alison sharing part 2 of her 

experiences on TV Game shows.  Wendy and Greg will be catering. 

      

 

 

Lectionary readings for the coming week 

 

Jos 24:1-3a,14-25  Ps 78:1-7  
1 Thes 4:13-18         Mt 25:1-13 

 

       

 

 

Onsite internet: St Luke’s Guest - no password required 

  

 



 

 

 

  

Welcome to St Luke’s Uniting Church, Belmont 

 

     A place for everyone 

 

     A church where you are welcome  
     regardless  of who you are, where 
     you are from, and whom you love  

 

       

 

 

Pray for those known to you who are in hospital,  
not well or recuperating  

  

       

 

 

Bank transfer option for your weekly offerings 

 

If you would like to transfer your offerings into the St Luke’s 
Uniting Church giving account the details follow.  

All transfers are anonymous. 
BSB: 634 634 

Account No. 100028307 

Account name: St Luke’s Uniting-Giving Acc 

Thank you for supporting the St Luke’s Uniting Church! 
 

 

 

 

 

Calendar  
 

Monday 6 November 

Activity Centre meet from 9.30am  
with a Discussion Group at 10am 

 

Tuesday 7 November 

Quirky Quilters meet from 10am 

 

Thursday 9 November 

Thursday Bible Study meet from 1.30pm  
 

       

 

 

Just Kids - Term 4 Dates 

 

November 12 

November 26  December 10  

 

 



 

 

 

  1 Unite / Men & Boys 

 Weekend Away at Myall Lakes National Park 

Due to a clash in dates for the organisers, the Men 
and Boys Camp at Myall Lakes will be postponed.  
We will advertise the new dates soon so you can 
add it to your calendar and plan to attend. 

 

2 Accommodation Needed 

Alison and Chris Gill have a single 24 year old female family friend 
who is looking for accommodation. 
Ideally it would be in a house with a separate bedroom, bathroom 
and small living area (e.g. a downstairs area or end of house area).  
A granny flat would also be ideal. 

Will pay board, rent, expenses etc. If anyone has information of 
this that would be helpful, please call Alison on 0435 653 531. 

 

3 St  Luke’s Annual Elections                                                                                                 
Nominations are being called for ten elected members of                                       
St Luke’s Leadership Team (Church Council).  Those                                        
nominated must be Confirmed Members of the Uniting Church                            
Members in Association.  Nomination forms are 
available on the table in the entrance area.  
Please return nomination forms to the box 
provided.  Nominations close on Sunday 19th                                       
November.  Any enquires to Jenny Mathieson: 
4946 8143 or email: jennyandray@bigpond.com                          

4         Community and Outreach Team - Update 

The team met recently to evaluate past projects and events and to 
also plan future ones. 

November/December 2023:  We will be commencing "Project 
Blessing" our annual Christmas Hampers that go to vulnerable 
families at our local schools  (more information below) 
2024: Fundraisers - Festival of Music, Pie Drive & Trivia Night  - 
dates to be finalised soon 

As a team, we appreciate everyone supporting all that we organise 
and that together, as a congregation, we are reaching our church 
and local community while also assisting the finances of St Lukes as 
a whole. 

Alison Gill - Community and Outreach Team Leader 

  

5  Project Blessing 2023:  Reaching vulnerable 
 families in our local schools with food hampers 

We will be asking for donations of food and cash (to buy food) 
from Sunday 19th November - Sunday 10th December. 
Boxes to put them in will be located in the gathering area and 
safely stored in the church office throughout the 
week . 

For those of you who like to keep their eye on 
specials at supermarkets, feel free to buy your 
donations early and store until the19th. 



 

 

 

  6 Activity Centre 

On Monday 13th November the guest speaker at Talking Point 
will be Warren James.  All seniors who turn 85 and want to keep 
driving are tested with a practical driving test. 
Warren James is a local testing instructor who also is an educator 
on all new and old road rules and how to implement them. 
As rules are often changed, all drivers of all ages would benefit in 
coming to this talk and become better drivers as a result of 
hearing what he has to say. 
Everyone is welcome to come and hear him at from 10am -11 am 
in the Community Centre and enjoy morning tea after his talk.  
 

7 Congratulations 

Congratulations to Helen Weavers who, last Sunday at a special 
Hallowing service held at Jesmond Park Uniting Church, became a 
full member of the Iona Community.  Rev Dr Peter Oliver led the 
service with Rev Ruth Harvey, a Minister in the Church of Scotland 
and Leader of the Iona Community, preaching and leading the 
main parts. There were members of the Iona Community from 
many different parts of the World present online through a zoom 
link.  Rev Mary Pearson (a Uniting Church Minister) who is a  
Member of the Iona Community  was present from Sydney and 
also participated in the Service.  Helen’s family were also able to 
be there with her.  Some local members of The Wellsprings 
Community were also in 
attendance, as were five members 
of St Luke’s congregation.  A 
special morning! 

8 Activity Centre Picnic 

On the fifth Monday of October, seventeen 
members of our Activity Group gathered at 
South Belmont Park on a lovely sunny day for 
our picnic. We played quoits, Fiskar, bean bag 
toss and bowling, but mainly just chatted and 
enjoyed each other’s company, the sunshine and the beautiful 
lake with black swans, ducks, egrets and pelicans to watch. 
We enjoyed pizzas for lunch, with some cold drinks and lovely 
profiteroles, chocolate mud cake for “afters”.  There are a few 
photos at the end of this Together. 
 

Our last  monthly bookclub for 2023 will meet on Monday 20 
November, and our discussion book this time is The Dictionary of 
Lost Words by Pip Williams. In my absence for August and 
September, Lenora Finch coordinated the discussion. October’s 
book was The Happiest Refugee by Ahn Do, and was appreciated 
by all, being such a hopeful book. 
 

 Helen Propert, Secretary, Bookclub Coordinater.  St Lukes Activity 
Centre.  
 

9 Silver Medal! 

Also competing at the Masters Games in Adelaide was 
Dave Keast with him/his team winning a silver medal in 
cricket!  What a month we have had for St Luke's 
members in sport! 



 

 

 

  10 Invitation 

All interested are invited to attend a 
conversation with other Christians across 
denominations and people of good will.    
“Taking Action & Public Discipleship“ 
Colloquium on Wednesday 8th November 
3pm for 3.30pm – 5.30pm at the Toohey Room, Catholic Diocese 
of Maitland/Newcastle; 841 Hunter Street, Newcastle West.  
RSVP: Alyson.Sergott@mn.catholic.org.au    
Speakers will be Rev Mata Havea Hiliau – Moderator NSW Synod 
Uniting Church who will share about her experience organising 
with Pasifika for climate.  And Dr Michael Walker who is a Social 
Justice Facilitator at the Justice and Peace Office of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Sydney and also a chair of the Sydney Alliance 
Council.  
 

11 St Luke’s Congregation - Annual General Meeting   
The Annual General Meeting of the Congregation will be held                                  
on Sunday 3rd December at 9.15am (in-between the two                                               
morning services). At this meeting, annual reports will be                                        
presented and the election of ten members for our Leadership                                            
Team (Church Council) will be held.  

The Leadership Team consists of Rev Greg McConnell as our                                
Minister in placement (who is currently the Chairperson) and                                            
ten elected  members.  From our ten elected members the                                   
Council will then elect a Secretary, Treasurer and leaders of                                            
each of our teams:                                                                                                       

Community Outreach Team (current team leader is Alison Gill)                                      
who are responsible for our community connections and our                                       
fundraising and has our outreach activities groups under its                                  
umbrella.                                                                                                                
Local & Global Mission Team  (currently without a leader                                
since the loss  of Dita)  

who are responsible for all our mission and wider work focus and 
areas of social justice.                                                                                
Worship Team 

This team looks at the worship and music of the congregation  
and is under the leadership of Rev Greg McConnell.                                                                           
Finance & Property Team (currently led by our treasurer Greg 
Anderson) 

who look after the finance and property.                                  
Pastoral Care  Team (Rev Greg McConnell leads this team)                                     
This is made up of the Pastoral Care leaders in the congregation  

 

Early next year the Leadership team will be looking for                                                                      
additional members for each of the above teams, so please start                                                              
prayerfully considering if you may be able to become a                                             
member of one of these teams next year. 



 

 

 

  Joshua 3:7-17 NIV 

 

And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the 
eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with 
Moses.  Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When 
you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the 
river.’” 

Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of 
the Lord your God.  This is how you will know that the living God is 
among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and 
Jebusites.  See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the 
earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you.  Now then, choose 
twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe.  And as 
soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord of all 
the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing 
downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.” 

So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests 
carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them.  Now the 
Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests 
who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the 
water’s edge,  the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled 
up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the 
vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the 
Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the 
people crossed over opposite Jericho.  The priests who carried the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord stopped in the middle of the Jordan 
and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the whole 
nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 

 

Matthew 23:1-12 NIV 

 

A Warning Against Hypocrisy 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples:  “The teachers 
of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.  So you must be 
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, 
for they do not practice what they preach.  They tie up heavy, 
cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but 
they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 

“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their 
phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long;  they 
love the place of honour at banquets and the most important 
seats in the synagogues;  they love to be greeted with respect in 
the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. 

“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, 
and you are all brothers.  And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ 
for you have one Father, and he is in heaven.  Nor are you to be 
called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah.  The 
greatest among you will be your servant.  For those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted. 



 

 

 

   

 


