
 

 

 

  

Together 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the 
land on which we stand.  We pay our respects to them for their 

care of the land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon 
this land   

Minister 
Rev. Greg McConnell 
0404 046 697 
 
Website 
www.stlukesbelmont.com.au 
Email 
belmontuca@gmail.com 

Administration Assistant 
Katy Burfield 
4945 4655 - office 
Tues 9am  - 5.30pm 
Fri 9am - 5.30pm 

Sunday 31 October 2021 

 

 

Worship services 

 

 Sunday 31 October: 8.00am Rev Greg McConnell  

     9.45am Rev Greg McConnell 

 Sunday 7 November: 8.00am Rev Greg McConnell HC 

     9.45am Rev Greg McConnell HC 

 

Narla Hostel services are held each Friday at 4pm 
       

 

 

Lectionary readings for the coming week 

 

Ru 3:1-5,4:13-17      Ps 127    Heb 9:24-28      Mk 12:-38-44 

       

 

 

Onsite internet: St Luke’s Guest - no password required 

        

 

  

Bank transfer option for your weekly offerings 

 

If you would like to transfer your offerings into the St Luke’s 

Uniting Church giving account the details follow.  

All transfers are anonymous. 

BSB: 634 634 

Account No. 100028307 

Account name: St Luke’s Uniting-Giving Acc 

Thank you for supporting the St Luke’s Uniting Church! 

 



 

 

 

   

Pray for those who are not well or recuperating  

 

 Wendy Ellway  Joan Archbold 

 Jim Cleary   

 

       

 

Calendar  

 

Monday 1 November 

Activity Centre meet from 9.30am 

 

Tuesday 2 November 

Quirky Quilters meet from 10am 

 

Wednesday 3 November 

Fellowship meet from 10am 

 

Friday 5 November 

Friday Plus Bible Study meet from 9.30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE  

 

On 20th October, the Synod released an update for the “NSW 

Roadmap out of COVID”.  The Roadmap indicates an easing of 

restrictions when the State reached the 80% fully vaccinated 

milestone which came into effect on Monday 18th October.  In 

response to this, Synod has updated their advice which allows 

Fully Vaccinated AND Unvaccinated people to participate in 

worship AND church related activities on Uniting Church 

properties. Church related activities at St Luke’s include but are 

not limited to our Bible study groups, the Fellowship, Activity 

Centre, Quilting and meetings. With the approval of the 

Leadership Team, participants of these activities as well as the 

Worship Service, will NOT need to show proof of vaccination. 

Please note that the exemption does not apply to third party hire 

groups including the Bridge Club or Healthy Living for Seniors. 

 

Other COVID-19 requirements including wearing of facemasks, 

social distancing, use of QR codes to sign in, ventilation and 

hygiene remain in place. 

 

For those who did not receive a copy of Together last week, please 

take a copy of the Synod Road map regarding the latest Covid-19 

restrictions as we come out of lockdown.  There is also a copy of 

the guidelines on the St Luke’s website.  

 

Greg Anderson 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

1 Fellowship 

Good News!  The Fellowship will resume on the 3rd November.  

Everyone must continue to check in and masks are to be worn.  You 

may bring your own morning tea if you choose to -  however it must 

not be shared. Alternatively, there’ll be wrapped biscuits available 

and the tea/coffee will be served in disposable mugs. 2 or 3 people 

will do the serving, following sanitising protocol and no-one is to 

walk around without wearing a mask.  The outside door and the 

kitchen windows must be kept open to allow for extra ventilation. 

Dr. Robyn Fried the planned speaker for November will not be our 

guest speaker until the February or March meeting dates.  It will be 

good to be meeting together once more.  Any questions please 

phone Marjorie Hicks secretary 4948 6127. 

 

2  Unite/All families:  Picnic at Bennett Park  

 Reaching out to everyone in their 30’s to 60’s 

Sunday November 21st, 12 noon at Bennett Park, Valentine.  An 

afternoon of catching up over lunch at a beautiful spot along with a 

walk to Green Point for those who wish to go.  Look for the Unite 

flag near the boat ramp.  BYO lunch (BBQ available) and drinks, 

picnic chair or rug and outdoor games.  RSVP to Paul or Virginia by 

15 November via email to smart-family@bigpond.com 

 

3 Bible Study with Bruce kay 

Bible study with Bruce Kay is back on Thursday 

at 12pm - however, we will not meet on 

Thursday 4th November.  Update your bible 

knowledge by joining us!  All welcome.  Enquiries 

to Barbara Bell on 4946 8549 

 

 

 

4 Remembering the Siev X Tragedy 

On 19th October, 2001 - a terrible tragedy occurred that many St 

Luke’s folk remember. 

Twenty years ago, a small fishing vessel containing more than 400 

asylum seekers, sank between Indonesia and Christmas Island. 

146 children, 142 women and 65 men perished. 

The unnamed, overladen vessel became known as “Siev X 

(Suspected illegal entry vessel X). 

HMAS Arunta was only 4 hours away. Australian authorities knew 

of this overcrowded vessel. But no one came. 

The disbelief and horror felt by so many Australians was immense. 

The idea of a Memorial in Canberra was begun by author/

psychologist Steve Biddulph, Rev. Rod Horsefield, a Uniting Church 

Minister, and artist Beth Gibbings. 

Dozens of schools, via their Art teachers were contacted - also 

Churches and community groups. They were asked to donate a 

pole and decorate it - a tall pole for a lost adult and a smaller one 

for a lost child. 

Laura Baird from Belmont High School and I discussed this 

Memorial plan and with the blessing of our Church Council and a 

donation of $80, we went ahead. 

A design was chosen of a lake and bushland scene containing 

galahs and a waratah flower. 

The first of three or four workshops were organised in the 

Gathering Area with our pole supported by trestles and with 

protection for the carpet. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Our pole honoured an Iraqi mother, Zaynab Sobie aged 31, and her 

three daughters were remembered by three individual poles 

painted by other groups. 

A truck collected the poles from schools down the east coast and 

from Tasmania. 

Keith and I took our pole, carefully wrapped, to a storage shed in 

Sydney. 

On Saturday, 14th October, 2006, the poles, originating from all 

over the nation, including Christmas Island, arrived at Weston Park, 

Lake Burley Griffin in Canberra. 

They were sorted and labelled and then, on Sunday morning, the 

huge task of positioning the Memorial poles in the positions 

according to the design, was undertaken. All this was done prior to 

the afternoon’s emotional Memorial Service. 

“Compassion, not fear, is the core value uniting Australians.” 

On the Monday, the poles were removed for safe storage until the 

Capital Territory Authority agreed to make it a permanent 

Memorial.                                                          

Margaret Hudson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living God, 

Your Big Book of Creation is so amazing – 

the detail ,the connectedness of all things; 

thank you for the beauty around us. 

We are sorry for the damage we have done,  

and need your help to change well. 

Free us from all that prevents us  

from caring for the earth and each other.   

So we live gently on the earth  

and all creation praises you.  

 

By Chris Polhill (from Living Faithfully in the time of creation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

5 A hymn written by Tom Gordon of the Iona Community 

 For the United Nations Conference Of the Parties 26 (COP26) 

 Convention on Climate change in Glasgow 

 

 

A wake-up-call 

 

The world is made by your creative hand. 

You made us stewards of sky, and sea, and land. 

And yet with carelessness or cruel design 

We’ve wrought so much destruction over time. 

 

We’ve caused the trees to burn, the seas to rise, 

Dispersed our carbon clouds throughout the skies, 

Plundered the earth for all that we could gain, 

And treated warning voices with disdain. 

 

We took the greens, and blues, and vibrant reds, 

And made them turn to black and greys instead. 

We took the forests and abundant seas, 

And then misused their riches as we pleased. 

 

Forgive us now for every sin and shame. 

For we should know we are the ones to blame. 

Forgive us for the damage we have caused 

By taking little heed of nature’s laws. 

 

 

 

For earth was given in trust to everyone, 

To pass to generations yet to come. 

So call us once again to work with you, 

To give this fragile earth the care it’s due. 

 

And sound for us again a wake-up call – 

That each of us should learn to give our all 

To care for this, your world, in all we do, 

And ever give abundant thanks to you.  

 

 

6 Friday Plus Bible Study  

Friday Plus Bible Study group will meet again on 5th November at 

9.30 in the gathering area.  Rev Greg McConnell will continue the 

series on the parables, this week we will be looking at Luke 10:30-

37 - The Good Samaritan.  Please wear a mask.  We welcome 

new members. 

Any enquiries to Julie Killeen - 4948 9999 or Jan Kellahan -0424 

139 100 

 

7 Happy birthday! 

Happy birthday  to Alan Moore who celebrates a special birthday 

on 30th October 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


