
 

 

 

  

Together 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the 
land on which we stand.  We pay our respects to them for their 

care of the land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon 
this land   

Minister 
Rev. Greg McConnell 
0404 046 697 
 
Website 
www.stlukesbelmont.com.au 
Email 
belmontuca@gmail.com 

Administration Assistant 
Katy Burfield 
4945 4655 - office 
Tues 9am  - 5.30pm 
Fri 9am - 5.30pm 

Friday 17 September 2021 

 

 

All services and activities at St Luke’s are 

suspended due to public health orders   

 
       

 

 

Lectionary readings for the coming week 

 

Est 7:1-6,9-10,9:20-22      Ps 124    Jas 5:13-20      Mk 9:30-37 

 

       

 

 

Onsite internet: St Luke’s Guest - no password required 

 

        

  

Bank transfer option for your weekly offerings 

 

If you would like to transfer your offerings into the St Luke’s 

Uniting Church giving account the details follow.  

All transfers are anonymous. 

BSB: 634 634 

Account No. 100028307 

Account name: St Luke’s Uniting-Giving Acc 

Thank you for supporting the St Luke’s Uniting Church! 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Pray for those who are not well or recuperating  

 

 Wendy Ellway  Joan Archbold 

 

       

 

 

1 Office news 

I will be working from home during the lockdown.  The office will 

not be manned, and the office phone will only be monitored for 

voice mail periodically.  Emails will be checked daily so please use 

this method of communication.  Together will only be available 

online.  

 

2 Dinner Church 

Due to circumstances beyond our control it seems unlikely that the 

long awaited Dinner Church Service on Sunday Evening will be 

commencing in October.  However, as soon as it does become 

possible we WILL be starting up this new gathering....even if it's not 

till 2022!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creator God, 

In these challenging times 

When nothing seems normal 

When we are at home away from our family and friends 

And when the familiar environment of 

School and work is on a screen, 

We ask that you will help us not to worry  

about the things we cannot change, 

help us instead, to look out for each other  

and be grateful for all that we have in your world 

when we look at the beauty of nature around us 

from the smallest plant  to  the rich colours of the sunset  

May we know wonder and  awe  

At your ability to create good in the world 

We know in  gratitude that you care for us 

And that these challenging times will eventually pass.  

In your name, we pray. 

Amen. 

Rev Jon Humphries 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  3 Frontier Service’s Virtual BBQ 

During the last week’s Church Service, Rev Greg 

talked about Frontier Service’s Virtual BBQ and 

showed a short video of NRMA volunteers who 

went on to properties and carried out many 

tasks to help the farmers. 

He also mentioned, because of COVID and the lockdown, it will be 

impossible to hold our BBQ this September. 

There is a way to support our farmers by purchasing a seat to 

Frontier Service’s Virtual BBQ. By doing this, we are supporting 

isolated Australians overcome the challenges they face through 

practical, emotional and spiritual care. 

Seats cost $20. To purchase a seat, go online 

to  greatoutbackbbq.com.au and complete the required details. 

I do hope you can support this worthy cause. 

Keith Hudson for the Local and Global Committee 

 

4 Thank you 

Thank You. 

Thank you all so much, for your love and support at this very sad 

time for me and my family. 

Thank you for the phone calls, cards, visits, food and prayer. 

Thank you to those who were able to attend the 

“Celebration of Life” service for Rainer 

For all of you who made it happen. Thank you. 

Those who organized the seating plan, the welcomers and ushers. 

Those on the sound desk who live streamed and kept the audio 

visual going. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who organized and distributed the “bickies”. 

The flowers were beautiful thank you. 

Thank you too for Greg for waiting with me in my saddest of time 

and for organizing and conducting the 

service. 

For all of you and these things I thank you. 

Margaret 

 

5 Update from the Property and Finance Team 

 

Finance Matters 

The church is receiving $3,000 per fortnight from the State and 

Federal Governments under the Jobsaver scheme. We will also 

receive a one off Business Grant of $15,000 from the State 

Government. Eligibility for the subsidy and Grant is due to a 30% 

decrease in revenue. 

 

Property Matters 

The annual inspection of the Manse was undertaken by Peter 

Hudson, Mick Turner and Katy Burfield. Several maintenance 

items were identified which are being attended to. The 

dishwasher has been replaced. Leaf guard has been installed in 

the Manse gutters following a clean.  

 

The southern wall (wall near the garden) and windows of the 

Gathering Area requires extensive repairs due to rot. The gutters 

also need some work. We are still waiting for an estimate of the 

scope of work before the repairs can proceed.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

The Team signed off on a quote to have new parking bay lines 

painted in the parking area directly in front of the Manse. The 

disabled parking zone will be refreshed along with new “Keep 

Clear” zones painted in front of the community garden and spare 

block driveways. New rubber speed humps will installed at the 

entrance and exit of the carpark between the church and 

Community Centre. The speed humps will slow traffic entering and 

exiting the carpark which has been identified as a safety hazard.  

 

Gary Webb and Katy Burfield have been working on the creation of 

an Assets Register to record the details of the church’s physical 

assets and plant. The Team signed off on a draft proposal. 

 

The Preschool has submitted a grant application to the Lake 

Macquarie City Council to purchase plants for the Community 

Garden. 

 

Matt Hudson has undertaken a significant amount of work to 

improve the streaming capability of the sound system including a 

switch in our Internet Service Provider. There has been a marked 

improvement in the performance of the service over the last two 

weeks. Matt provided a report for the Team, including some 

interesting statistics on the level of engagement with our various 

platforms including Vimeo (via the website, YouTube and 

Facebook). The following numbers indicate that we are reaching an 

audience beyond our immediate congregation. Thank you Matt for 

all your handwork! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Church Online Engagement: 

FaceBook - An average of 113 views on the last 10 

services despite recent technical difficulties. 

YouTube - 169 views over the lifetime of Church 

Online. Youtube has not been advertised anywhere as it often has 

the most copyright issues. 

Vimeo (and Website) - over 1000 views, over 82 church online 

services. Over 500 views on live stream funerals.  

 

Greg Anderson 

Leader - Property and Finance Team.  

 

 

6 Season of Creation 

 17th Sunday after Pentecost (B) 

 

Reading 

He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’  

Then he took a little child and put it among them;  

and taking it in his arms, he said to them,  

‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, 

and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me  

but the one who sent me.’  

 

(Mark 9:35–37, NRSV) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Prayer 

God, you were not afraid to be humble.  

Help us to confront the fears that hold us back  

from listening to new voices, 

living in your ways  

and acting to sustain your world. Amen 

 

From:  ‘Living Faithfully in the time of Creation’ 

The Iona Community 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


