
 

 

 

  

Together 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the 
land on which we stand.  We pay our respects to them for their 

care of the land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon 
this land   

Minister 
Rev. Greg McConnell 
0404 046 697 
 
Website 
www.stlukesbelmont.com.au 
Email 
belmontuca@gmail.com 

Administration Assistant 
Katy Burfield 
4945 4655 - office 
Tues 9am  - 5.30pm 
Fri 9am - 5.30pm 

Friday 20 August 2021 

 

 

All services and activities at St Luke’s are 

suspended due to public health  

orders until 28.8.22   

 
       

 

 

Lectionary readings for the coming week 

 

Song 2:8-13      Ps 45:1-2,6-9     Jas 1:17-27      Mk 7:1-8,14-15,21-23 

 

       

 

 

Onsite internet: St Luke’s Guest - no password required 

 

        

  

Bank transfer option for your weekly offerings 

 

If you would like to transfer your offerings into the St Luke’s 

Uniting Church giving account the details follow.  

All transfers are anonymous. 

BSB: 634 634 

Account No. 100028307 

Account name: St Luke’s Uniting-Giving Acc 

Thank you for supporting the St Luke’s Uniting Church! 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

1 COVID-19 Lockdown Restrictions for Congregations 

 

For sometime I have been tasked with the 

responsibility for keeping our COVID-19 Safety 

Plans for St Luke’s up to date and disseminating 

information relevant to the latest restrictions announced by the 

NSW Government. The NSW Dept. of Health COVID-19 website is 

the primary source of information however as the pandemic has 

progressed and the Government has announced new restrictions 

relevant to some areas and not others, navigating your way through 

the website can be challenging and at sometimes confusing. A few 

weeks ago I found myself in a loop when I was seeking clarification 

about singing – a link about singing in a place of worship referred 

me to the link to write a safety plan for a religious gathering 

however there was no mention of singing under this link. The 

information about singing is found under “Common Questions 

about the Rules” even though it is very difficult to find the rule 

itself. 

 

Another useful source of information is NSW Synod which provides 

regular updates based on the NSW Dept. of Health advice as well as 

recommendations which are designed to ensure that we can 

function safely. For example, the suspension of morning tea after 

services is highly recommended by Synod to ensure that people 

observe social distancing. Our local Presbytery Office also 

disseminates information from Synod for the Hunter region and 

during the week the following was sent by our Presbytery Executive 

Officer Dr Gerald Duncan which is a good summary of the relevant 

restrictions for our church community :- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Council Secretaries, 

  

As you may already have heard or read, the NSW government 
announced on Saturday, 14 August 2021, that the entire state is 
now in lockdown. This means that every Congregation and 
worship centre in The Hunter Presbytery is subject to the 
lockdown restrictions, including those previously not included: 
Merriwa, Scone, Bulahdelah Congregations and the Tea Gardens 
Worship Centre. All places of worship must remain closed until 
further notice. Weddings are not allowed. Funerals can take place 
with a ten persons maximum number allowed to attend, in 
addition to other persons who are necessary for the preparation 
and conduct of the service. These restrictions also apply to 
outdoor funerals, memorial services or gathering afterwards. 
Funerals are not allowed to take place at a place of residence. 

 

If you are a priest, minister of religion, or member of a religious 
order, you are allowed to leave home to provide pastoral care 
during lockdown.  

  

This extended lockdown for our region will now continue 
until 12:01am Sunday, 22 August 2021. However, based on the 
experience of the past two weeks in regional NSW, be aware that 
this lockdown could be further extended beyond next Sunday. 
Hopefully, the NSW government will provide further clarification 
about this later this week.  

 

I’m sending this email to all Church Council Chairpersons and 
Ministers in placement and Supply. 

  

Grace and peace, 

 Jerry 



 

 

 

  

 

 

We are also trying to keep our website up to date with the latest 

restrictions and if you have any questions please feel free to 

contact me and I will attempt to find the relevant advice for the 

purpose of clarification in an ever changing information 

environment. While I was writing this piece this morning I 

discovered that the format for Safety Plans has changed once again 

so I have some more work to do! 

 

Blessings, 

Greg Anderson 

 

 

2 2020/2021 Financial Report for the  

 St Luke’s Uniting Church 

 

The last financial year was challenging due to the 

impact of the COVID-19 virus and associated 

lockdowns during the first half of 2020. The suspension of services, 

fund raising activities and rent from the Community Centre was 

alleviated to a great extent by the financial support received from 

the State and Federal Government  through the JobKeeper 

program. The ongoing generosity and faithfulness of the 

congregation was also demonstrated with $117,717 in offerings 

representing 98% of our offering target and a 62% increase in 

donations for our Global and Wider Work. Over $20,000 was also 

obtained from external grants for ongoing investment in the sound 

system and mobile tables for the Community Centre.  

 

All of these factors have contributed to a profit of $25,392 for the 

2020/21 Financial Year and an increase in the bank balance from 

$171,758 in June 2020 to $204,965 in June 2021. $10,000 has also 

been put aside for major asset replacements in acknowledgement 

of our ageing buildings and infrastructure.  

 

Summary of the 2020/21 budget outcome:- 

 

  Actual Budget Result Variation 

 

Income $292,201 $257,000 $ 35,201 +13.7% 

Expenditure $265,247 $255,438 ($  9,809) +  3.8% 

  

Profit/Loss $26,954 $1,562 $25,392 

 

While the 2021/22 budget was constructed before the impact of 

the Delta strain of the pandemic, we are now in a much stronger 

financial position compared to 12 months ago and we thank our 

God for his provision. The Leadership Team has endorsed the 

recommendation of the Property and Finance Team to approve 

the 2021/22 budget in the absence of a meeting of the 

Congregation. Hopefully we will be able to have a meeting when 

the lockdown ends and easing of restrictions.  

 

The 2021/22 budget is aiming for a small profit of $980 which is 

becoming increasingly ambitious due to the current lockdown and 

curtailment of some income streams. In the meantime, our Book 

Keeper is exploring whether the church is eligible for a weekly 

wage subsidy of $1,500 from the Federal Government. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

2020/21 budget  

 

   Budget   

 

Income  $237,900  

Expenditure $236,920  

  

Profit   $980 

 

If you have any questions please feel free to email 
grega411@gmail.com 

 

Greg Anderson 

Treasurer 

 

 

3 St Luke’s Carnival 

After a lot of thought and consideration of all aspects of Carnival 

Day and the people involved, and as we had wanted this day to be 

spectacular to celebrate our 50th Carnival, a decision has been 

made not to hold our Carnival on 16th October 2021 as originally 

planned.  However, when the Covid situation becomes clearer early 

next year we will give consideration to setting a new date.  It will 

still be our 50th Carnival Celebration and a day for us all to look 

forward to! 

 

4 Happy birthday  

Happy birthday to Clare Brock who celebrates a 

special birthday on Sunday 22nd August.   

 

 

 

 

5 National Day of Prayer 
The Uniting Church National Assembly has set aside Sunday 22nd 
August as a National Day of Prayer as we 
pray for all those communities across 
Australia and the World impacted by the 
pandemic.  

Rev Sharon Hollis  - National  Assembly 
President has sent us this prayer: 

 

 

God of mercy and compassion, 

We pray for the world as across the globe we face the challenge 
of COVID. 

We give you thanks for those who care for the sick, 

For those who work on limiting the spread of the disease  

and those who develop and administer vaccines. 

We remember before you,  all those affected by COVID, 

Comfort those who mourn  the death of a loved one, 

Heal those who have COVID 19 or suffer the long term effects of 
having had COVID, 

Sustain those who work in health care, testing and vaccination. 

Encourage those who are supporting  education remotely, 

Console those who must stay at home, 

And bless and protect those whose  work is essential for our 
wellbeing. 

We long for a world  where access to health care and vaccines  
are shared equitably 

Strengthen the  efforts of those who work to end COVID for all. 

And fill us with a desire to work for justice and care for all. 

Amen.  



 

 

 

  

 

 

6 Praying for Creation 

 

The United Nations have released a 
report on the state of our planet called 
‘Red Code for Humanity’.  In November 
world leaders will meet in Glasgow for 
the Climate change conference COP26.  
Towards this conference, churches 
around the world are encouraged to pray for the participants and 
for an outcome which will ensure the limit of dangerous climate 
change. 

 

The Iona Community though Wild Goose publications has produced 
a downloadable e-book to be followed by a printed copy of ‘Living 
Faithfully in time of creation’.   

 

https://www.ionabooks.com/product/living-faithfully-in-the-time-
of-creation-downloadable-book/ 

 

For celebrating Creationtide mindfully in an age of environmental 
emergency, a resource from the Iona Community’s Common 
Concern Network on the Environment. 

Reflections, essays, hymns, songs and liturgical resources from 
more than twenty writers around the world, covering the twelve 
weeks from September, through the United Nations COP 
conference … and future years. 

Here is one of the prayers written for the book which we can use as 
we pray and meditate during this time of lockdown.  

 

Helen Weavers (Member Common Concern network/Environment) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creator God, we give thanks  

that we have heard the Spirit of God 

in the freshening leaves and the rush of water.  

So we pray for the creation  

which nourishes and sustains all that lives.  

Renew in us the sense of its value  

that we may not squander its riches, 

or so bend it to our will  

that we find we have destroyed it.  

 

Kathy Galloway 

 

 

 

7 Dinner Church 

 We are hoping to start Dinner Church on 10 

 October - Covid-19 restrictions permitting 

We are starting a new Sunday Evening Gathering 

at St Luke’s.  We are calling it Dinner Church because it will be 

held on Sunday Evenings (starting at 5.30pm) and will involve a 

simple shared meal, which will be provided.  We will meet in the 

Gathering Area. 

For the time being we will continue to have two morning Services 

each Sunday so coming to Dinner Church can be either an 

alternative or in addition to Sunday Morning Worship. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

8 Sympathy and our Prayers  
Our sympathy and our prayers are with Bill Bryant and his family 
members in the passing of Kitty on 7th August 2021.  Kitty was a 
much loved member of the 8am congregation prior to her recent 
move into Redhead Gardens.  She will be remembered for many 
things; Carnival cooking—jams, pickles, cakes and sweets and the 
flower roster just to name a couple, but most of all for her 
involvement in music since the days of the Presbyterian Church, 
prior to Church union.  She was the organist/pianist at the 8am 
service, played for the 8am choir and was the pianist for the Narla 
Singers. 

 

9 Office news 

I will be working from home during the lockdown as I live in a 
different LGA.  The office will not be manned, and the office phone 
will only be monitored for voice mail periodically.  Emails will be 
checked daily so please use this method of communication.  
Together will only be available online.  

 

10 Prayer for Afghanistan | Open Doors Australia  

Hi church family,   

Thank you for partnering with us to serve and support the 

persecuted church. 

Right now, I am coming to you to ask for urgent prayer for our 

family in Afghanistan. It’s hard to comprehend the magnitude of 

the tragedy taking place in Afghanistan, and even harder to know 

how to pray. 

 

What’s happening? The withdrawal of US 

and NATO forces in Afghanistan has led to 

a successful advance of the Taliban.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

As of August 15, the Taliban has seized the capital of Afghanistan, 

leading to a mass exodus of Afghani’s attempting to flee to 

neighbouring countries in search of safety from violent Islamic 

extremism. The Afghani president, Ashraf Ghani, had fled the 

country and is seeking asylum in Iran for fear of the Taliban. All 

Christians in Afghanistan live in secret, and the only church exists 

underground. Afghanistan is #2 on the World Watch List. 

  

Our persecuted family pray for us, and now is our time to pray for 

them. 

  

Please pray: 

• For underground church members who have been living in 

anonymity. Underground church leaders report that they 

have already received threatening letters from the Taliban 

indicating that the radical militia know who they are and 

what they are doing. Pray for protection over these leaders 

and their families -- that God would ‘make seeing eyes blind’ 

and keep believers hidden in plain sight. Pray that they 

would have the boldness and resolve to proclaim the gospel, 

even unto death. 

• For women in the country – many women will lose their 

rights to an education and freedom under Taliban rule. 

Many are forced to marry Taliban members and face 

extreme violence and oppression. Pray that God would 

comfort and rescue vulnerable women. 

• For the Taliban members – pray that they would have Saul/

Paul Damascus Road-like encounters with the man Jesus 

Christ, and that they would become passionate and zealous 

members of the underground church, spreading the gospel 

in Afghanistan. This is not uncommon. 



 

 

 

  
 

• For families who have fled to seek safety elsewhere. Pray that 
refugee camps would be safe places of healing and 
community where people encounter Jesus. Pray they find a 
safe place to live. 

• For protection against the spread of Covid-19, specifically the 
rapidly spreading Delta variant. 

• For world leaders and the leader of Afghanistan, Ashraf Ghani 
– that God would work through them to institute miraculous 
peace and stability in the nation. 

  

As the church in NSW, let’s galvanise to pray for our family in 
Afghanistan. ‘When one part suffers, all parts suffer with it.’  

  

Blessings, 

  

Jordan Gallagher Scott 

Church Relationship Manager 
Open Doors Australia 

0426 022 835 

jordans@od.org.au 

www.opendoors.org.au 

 

 

11 Synod News 

The meetings of the NSW.ACT Synod have been held online at 

intervals over the last few months – the last one held on Saturday 

7th August.  Rev. Mata Havea Hiliau, currently in placement in the 

Northern Beaches congregation in Sydney, was elected as the 

Moderator elect and will commence her term at the next Synod . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


