
 

 

 

  

Together 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the 
land on which we stand.  We pay our respects to them for their 

care of the land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon 
this land   

Minister 
Rev. Greg McConnell 
0404 046 697 
 
Website 
www.stlukesbelmont.com.au 
Email 
belmontuca@gmail.com 

Administration Assistant 
Katy Burfield 
4945 4655 - office 
Tues 9am  - 5.30pm 
Fri 9am - 5.30pm 

Sunday 6 June 2021 

 

 

Face to face worship 

 

Services will be held at 8am and 9.45am. Please sign in on arrival, 

observe social distancing and use hand sanitiser provided. You are 

encouraged to wear a mask though this is not mandatory. The 

9.45am Service will be streamed and stored on St Luke’s website 

and Facebook page. The camera will be focussed on those people 

participating in the conduct of the service at the front of the 

church, and not the Congregation.  

       

 

 

Lectionary readings for the coming week 

 

1 Sm 8:4-11, 16-20      Ps 138      2 Cor 4:13-5:1         Mk 3:20-35 

 

       

 

 

Onsite internet: St Luke’s Guest - no password required 

 

        

  

Bank transfer option for your weekly offerings 

 

If you would like to transfer your offerings into the St Luke’s 

Uniting Church giving account the details follow.  

All transfers are anonymous. 

BSB: 634 634 

Account No. 100028307 

Account name: St Luke’s Uniting-Giving Acc 

Thank you for supporting the St Luke’s Uniting Church! 

 



 

 

 

  
Worship services 

 

 Today:  8.00am Rev Greg McConnell HC 

    9.45am Rev Greg McConnell HC  

 Next Sunday: 8.00am Rev Greg McConnell  

    9.45am Rev Greg McConnell  

 

Narla Hostel services are held each Friday at 4pm 

 

       

 

CALENDAR 
 

Monday 7 June 

Activity Centre meet at 9.30am with a Cancer Council's Biggest 

Morning Tea and Discussion Group at 10am 

The Property and Finance Team meeting 7.30pm  

 

Tuesday 8 June 

Quirky Quilters meet from 10am 

Community & Outreach Team  meeting 7pm 

 

Thursday 10 June 

Bruce Kay Bible Study 12pm                                                              

 

Friday 11 June 

Playgroup from 10am  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for those who are not well or recuperating   

  

   Wendy Ellway  Noelene Cox   

   Shirley Farmer Keith Hudson 

       

 

 

1  Just Kids 

Just Kids term 2 dates:  June 6 & June 20 

 

 

2 Community and Outreach Team 2021 

This team will be meeting on Tuesday, 8th June at 7pm in the 

gathering area. 

All are welcome so come along with your ideas for social and 

fundraising events or simply sit back and hear what we are 

planning. 

if you have any questions, contact Alison Gill/Team Leader on 0435 

653 531 

 

3  Biggest Morning Tea 

Coming up on 7th June the Activity Centre will be hosting a  

‘Claytons B.Y.O’ Biggest Morning Tea to support the Cancer Council.  

All welcome. 

Alternatively, the donation box will be next to the offering basket.  

$206 was raised last month at the Fellowship.  This will be a 

combined effort from St Luke’s 



 

 

 

  
4 Reading and Reflection 

You are invited to join a Reading Group 

(Theological Book Club?) to read and discuss the 

book "The Love That Is God" by Frederick Christian Bauerschmidt. 

The group will meet on five Wednesday evenings beginning on the 

14th of July.  The final week (11 August) will be spent watching and 

discussing the 2020 movie "Hosea" at Greg McConnell's place. 

If you'd like to be involved please sign up ASAP. You will need to 

order the book from Book Depository ($33 / free delivery) or from 

Amazon ($25 plus delivery for the book or $15 for the Kindle 

edition).   

 

5 Unite / All Families - Pizza & Pasta with 2 Greg’s 

Saturday 26 June 6.30pm 

Enjoy a catch up over a 2 course meal at Rev Greg’s 

place (the Manse - 6 Narla Rd, Belmont North).  Cost: 

$10 per person.  Bring drinks to share.  RSVP via text 

to Greg Mc: 0404 046 697 or Greg A: 0412 010 170 by 20 June. 

 

 

6 Sympathy and Prayers 

Our sympathy and our prayers are with Netta Cook and her family 

members on the passing of Bob on Sunday morning.  Bob was a 

much loved member of the 8am congregation.  Bob’s funeral  

service was held at St Luke’s on Friday.  

 

 

 

 

7 Sympathy and Prayers  

Our sympathy and our prayers are with the family of Daphne 

Burgess.  Daphne passed away on Monday morning at Narla 

Hostel.  Daphne was a long time member of St Luke’s and involved 

in many of the groups and activities of the congregation before 

moving into the Hostel at Narla Village a few years ago.  While at 

Narla, Daphne always attended the worship services there. 

Daphne’s funeral will be held at St Luke’s on Monday 7 June at 

12.30pm. 

 

8 Lay  Preachers 

An apology to Kim Langford, one of our Lay 

Preachers, who was inadvertently left off the notice in Together 

last week.  Kim was not available to attend last Sunday as she was 

preaching at Merewether.  Kim has been preaching, not only at St 

Luke’s, but in many congregations across the Presbytery for many 

years and is very much appreciated. Thank you Kim! 

 

9 Preparation of Communion for the 9.45am Service 

Today is the last Sunday that we have a person on the 

roster to  prepare the 9.45am Communion.  If you are 

able to be part of this roster for the rest of this year, 

please write your name on the roster beside the dates 

that suit you best.  Thank you for your help! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  
10 Reading, Sound and Computer Rosters 

If anyone is willing and able to be a part of 

the 9.45am Reading Roster please let Katy 

know!   We also urgently need people 

willing to be trained up for the sound and/

or computer desk.  Thanks!! 

 

 

11 Community Organising for Congregation Renewal 

 in the Hunter 

Last Saturday, Rev Greg and Alison Gill attended an event called 

“Community Organising for Congregation Renewal in the 

Hunter” held at Garden Suburb Uniting Church. There were 

about 40 people there from various UC churches in the area. 

Community Organising is a movement that started in the US and 

has seen much success both there and in the UK over the past 

decade. It is about building community by… 

 

1) Relationships and Connections: Listening to others, their 

stories and sharing your own. Finding common ground and 

remembering that ‘Everyone has a story’. 

 

2) Getting alongside people with real challenges and 

collaborating for solutions 

 

3) Visioning: Thinking away from “the way it has always been”. 

We are people that have been sent out by God. 

 

4) Live out our own parable – the kingdom of God is like…? 

 

Long term vision for churches involves community mission and 

spiritual mission and both involve reaching out to others, listening 

to them and to God. Having an intentional one-on-one 

conversation with someone is important and during the afternoon 

there was a demonstration how to do it and then everyone 

practiced with someone they didn’t know for 20 minutes. I (Alison) 

was surprised how much I had in common with a man in his 70’s, 

we could have communicated for hours.  

We should never underestimate conversation or hospitality and 

how effective they are in serving God and building community. 

 

There were a number of speakers including Anne Thelfro and 

Warren Dixon that spoke about Community Organising, what they 

have learnt and how it is helping at their churches. 

 

To finish we were shown the Organising Cycle…Listen, Discern, Act 

and Evaluate. We hope to share more about this through a power 

point etc in the future. 

 

Alison Gill – Team Leader/Community and Outreach Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  
 

12 Successful Grant Application  

St Luke’s has been awarded $3,400 from 

the Stronger Communities Programme for 

eight potable tilt tables in the Community 

Centre.  This is a Federal Government grant 

and was secured with the support from the office of our Federal 

Member Pat Conroy.  I was particularly grateful for the 

assistance of staffer Melanie Field who helped guide the 

application process through the grant application portal. 

An application for funds to increase the number of disabled 

parking spaces adjacent to the Community Centre has been 

submitted to the Community Building Partnership Programme 

which is a State Government initiative. 

 

13 St Luke’s Fellowship Birthday Morning 

Each month at their meeting the Fellowship celebrate the 

birthdays of those members who celebrate their birthday that 

month.  What a wonderful birthday celebration they had last 

Wednesday!  Amongst the June birthdays were three amazing 

ladies who celebrated special milestones: Ena Boultwood will 

turn 103, Olive Webb will be 97 and Marge Brooks 96!  There  

were birthday cakes and flower posies for all.  NBN TV came and 

there was a wonderful coverage 

on the NBN News that night  and 

they each said a few words.  

Happy birthday to three special 

ladies!  

 

14 Update on our new night service 

On the 26/5 a meeting was held to start 

planning for St Luke's new night service. 

Those that attended shared ideas and themes, 

discussed who to invite and who can be involved and Greg 

presented information on an idea called "Dinner Church".  A 

decision was made to start the services at 5:30pm and that the 

first one will be held on Sunday,18th July. 

If you would like to support or be involved with this service here is 

how you can help... 

• Attend the next planning meeting - 7pm on Tuesday, 22nd 

 June 

• Offer to go onto a roster to help with preparing or serving a 

 light meal 

• Start thinking about people that might find an evening time 

slot for church more convenient and invite them to attend 

• Add this new service to your prayer list 

 

If you would like more information or have some input, feel free 

to speak with Rev Greg. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Romans 9:1-5,30-10:4 New International Version (NIV) 

 

Paul’s Anguish Over Israel 

I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience 

confirms it through the Holy Spirit—  I have great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were 

cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of 

my own race,  the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to 

sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the 

law, the temple worship and the promises.  Theirs are the 

patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the 

Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised!  Amen. 

 

Israel’s Unbelief 

What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue 

righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by 

faith;  but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way of 

righteousness, have not attained their goal.  Why not? Because 

they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They 

stumbled over the stumbling stone.  As it is written: 

“See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble 

    and a rock that makes them fall, 

    and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the 

Israelites is that they may be saved.  For I can testify about them 

that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on 

knowledge.   

 

 

 

 Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to 

establish their own, they did not submit to God’s 

righteousness.  Christ is the culmination of the law so that there 

may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 


